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“Schmollerprogramm” and the Origin of Modern
Evolutionary Economics
Jia Genliang, Huang Yanchua

Abstract: Revealing the comjlex irter — relatiorships amcng instituiions and their evolaiion through the ’historical — ethical” ap-
proach, 5] mtegraing theor), instory ant! policies irto one iesearch framework were the main context of the Schmollerprogramm
which was idertified by Joseph Schumpeter. Schmollerprogramm influenced Schumpeter crucially after it was modified by the
Newest Historical School economists Werner Sombart, Max Weber and Arthur Spiethoff. Furthermore, it also influenced the birth
of the American Old Institutionalism directly at the same time. So, as the most important streams of evolutionary economics, Neo
— Schumpeterian and American Old Institutionalism root in the German Historical School. Schmollerprogramm is a prime evolu-
tionary economic research program which matches modem cosmology in tuition, however, it emphasizes the issues of ethical factors
and less — development economies which are ignored by modern evolutionary economics, especially in today’ s society, and the
problem of how to reduce social exclusion in the process of social economic development has become the frontier of evolutionary e-
conomics. Re — finding the German Historical School, the fore — mnner of evolutionary economics and which could be presented
by Schmollerprogramm, has important theoretical and practical significances.

Key Words: Schmollerprogramm; Evolutionary Economics; Schumpeter; Veblen



