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Mainstream and Non—mainstream Economics:
Historical Perspective and Chinese Context

JIA Gen-liang, CUI Xue—feng
(College of Economics, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, China)

Abstract The confrontation between mainstream and non-mainstream economics is a product of history, and it appeared
only in the late 19th century with the increasing position of economic life and the construction of professional economists”
community. The existence of non—-mainstream economics is necessary in any case. Pluralism is the premise of preventing theo-
retical ossification. Mainstream and non—mainstream economists should develop more dialogues rather than confrontation. The
development of Chinese economics will depend on trade—off relationship among these three kinds of economics: Marxist eco-
nomics, neoclassical economics and evolutionary economics.
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